
To Senators Whitehouse and Reed
From members of East Bay Citizens For Peace, Stop Endless War and Excessive 
Militarism, Brown War Watch, Rhode Island Antiwar Committee, Massachusetts Peace 
Action and other concerned Rhode Island citizens

Dear Senators:

With US military support, Saudi Arabia has blockaded the ports of Yemen 
and cut off the flow of food, fuel, medicine, and clean water leaving roughly 
14 million people on the brink of famine and 1.2 million people with cholera. 
The UN calls this the worst man-made humanitarian disaster on the planet 
and has even said that Yemen is worst place in the world to be a child. The 
US has been complicit in Saudi war crimes for too long and we can’t stand 
for this any longer. Without leadership and a clear vision for peace in 
Yemen coming from the White House, it’s up to Congress to act. 

There seems to be a something of a sea change in Congress and the 
Administration in regards to ending the war in Yemen in recent weeks. This 
is the result of years of sustained grassroots pressure by peace activists 
and organizations all across this country. This pressure has finally caused 
the Trump Administration to announce an end to mid-air refueling of Saudi 
war planes. While we are pleased that the Administration and Congress are 
finally waking up to the horror of Yemen, the fact remains that this war is 
still unauthorized by Congress and is therefore illegal. As you are well 
aware Senators, under Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution, the power to 
declare war rests with the legislature, not the President. 

For all these reasons, we urge that you cosponsor S.J.Res.54, the war 
powers resolution to end US involvement in the Saudi War on Yemen that 
was introduced by Senator Sanders, Lee, and Murphy earlier in 2018. 
Cosponsoring this bill is the clearest and most indelible signal to the world 
that you want to end the suffering in Yemen and that you want Congress to 
reassert its constitutional war authority. 

After cosponsoring and voting yes for S.J.Res.54 when it comes to the 
floor, we ask that you go even further in reigning in Saudi Arabia’s ruthless 
behavior. We ask that you use your power to halt the sale of weapons to 



the coalition and end the blockade of Yemeni ports in order to restart the 
flow of food and medicine into the country. This is critical for preventing 
what the BBC reported could be the worst famine in 100 years. We ask that 
you to do all of the above with the upmost urgency that this humanitarian 
crisis demands so not one more Yemeni child has to go to bed hungry. 

Until the war in Yemen ends, know that we will vigorously continue our 
truth-telling about the US role in Yemen to every Rhode Island resident that 
is willing to listen. Yemen can't wait. 

Thanks for the time and we look forward to your reply.

Sincerely, 


