
 
  March 28, 2021     

Mr. Peter Butler 
Regional Administrator 
Federal Transit Administration, Region 1  
55 Broadway, Suite 920 
Cambridge, MA 02142-1093 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
Re: Obligation to repay federal government for previous transit investments 
 
Dear Mr. Butler, 
 
Pursuant to the FTA’s standard of Satisfactory Continuing Control, the legal assurance that capital 
assets will remain in use for their originally authorized purposes for the duration of their useful life, 
I’m writing to seek clarification from your office concerning the potential that past federal transit 
investments in downtown Providence may need to be repaid by city or state agencies if those 
assets are dismantled or no longer available for their original purpose. 
 
The question applies specifically to recent multi-year federal capital investments in Kennedy Plaza, 
the central bus hub of the Rhode Island Public Transit Authority (RIPTA) in downtown Providence. 
 
You may be aware of the controversial plan by the Rhode Island Department of Transportation 
(RIDOT) to dismantle the central bus hub and relocate most bus stops and transfer locations to 
multiple sites in Providence.  Currently all 12 bus berths are within a reasonable walking distance of 
the terminal building with passenger amenities including bathrooms. Under the multi-hub proposal, 
the vast majority of stops would be scattered downtown and well beyond a reasonable walking 
distance of the terminal building.  
 
We believe the loss of a central bus hub in downtown Providence would be very harmful to existing 
transit riders, a majority of whom identify as BIPOC.  Title VI complaints were filed against both 
RIDOT and RIPTA on January 18, 2021. No substantive response has yet been received. 
 
You may also be familiar with a similar but failed proposal by the City of Cleveland to close Public 
Square to Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority buses.  In that case, the FTA issued a 
demand letter for a $12M repayment for previous investments.  
 
We seek your office’s clarification on the amount of federal capital improvement investments that 
may be subject to satisfactory continuing control and possible repayment. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
 
John Flaherty 
Deputy Director 
 
Cc: 
 
The Honorable Daniel McKee, Governor of Rhode Island 
The Honorable Jorge Elorza, Mayor, City of Providence 
Peter Alviti, Jr., Director, Rhode Island Department of Transportation 
Scott Avedisian, CEO, Rhode Island Public Transit Authority 
Rep. Carlos Tobon, Chair, RI House Finance Subcommittee on Transportation 

 
 

 

http://www.growsmartri.org/2021/01/21/grow-smart-ri-files-title-vi-civil-rights-complaint-over-planned-break-up-of-central-bus-hub/
http://www.growsmartri.org/2021/01/21/grow-smart-ri-files-title-vi-civil-rights-complaint-over-planned-break-up-of-central-bus-hub/
https://www.cleveland19.com/story/34672542/rta-bus-routes-reopen-on-public-square/
http://clefortransit.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/GCRTA-Demand-Letter-FINAL-12-20-16.pdf

