
Dear Associate Director DeFedele, 

I write with concern about what I believe to be a potential unlicensed automobile glass repair 

shop.  Pursuant to § 5-38.5-5(b) of the Rhode Island General Laws, “no person shall engage in 

motor vehicle glass repair, or advertise or represent in any form or manner that he, she, or it is 

a motor vehicle glass repair shop, unless such person possesses a current valid license to 

operate or conduct a motor vehicle glass repair shop.”  Furthermore, pursuant to § 5-38.5-18(a) 

of the Rhode Island General Laws, “any person, firm, or corporation required to be licensed 

under this chapter who or that conducts a motor vehicle glass repair shop business without 

obtaining a license…is guilty of a misdemeanor and shall, upon conviction, be punished by a fine 

of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), or imprisonment for not more than one year, 

or both.” 

Vargas Auto Glass is a windshield and window replacement business located at 39 Huldah St. in 

Providence.  On Thursday, May 13, I downloaded the database of licensed entities from the 

website of the Department of Business Regulation, and I could not locate Vargas Auto Glass in 

the list of licensed auto glass facilities in the state of Rhode Island.  Here is a screenshot from 

that database showing the list of licensed automobile glass repair shops, which does not 

include Vargas Auto Glass: 

 

I have compiled the following evidence that the Vargas Auto Glass business is currently in 

operation, engaging in the business of auto glass repair: 

• There is currently an active website for the business, with no indication that the 

business is no longer in operation: https://www.vargasautoglassri.com/home  Here is a 

screenshot I obtained from that website on Thursday, May 13: 

https://www.vargasautoglassri.com/home


 
• Vargas Auto Glass is currently registered on Google Maps.  See screenshot I obtained on 

Thursday, May 13:

 
 



• Among the photographs provided “from the owner” on Google Maps, there is a 

photograph dated February, 2021 showing two individuals engaged in the act of 

installing a new windshield on an automobile.  One individual in this photograph 

appears to me to be a Mr. Oscar Vargas, who is known to me.  Although the individual I 

believe to be Mr. Vargas appears to have a mask on his chin, neither he nor the other 

individual is properly wearing a mask, raising additional ancillary concerns about non-

compliance with COVID-19 workplace safety protocols.

 

 

From additional photographs uploaded to Google Maps “from the owner,” I have assembled 

the further evidence that an individual I believe to be a Mr. Oscar Vargas (registered to vote at 

150 Dora St. in Providence) is a principal or key individual in the Vargas Auto Glass business.  

Mr. Vargas is known to me from his candidacies for the Providence City Council and his 

employment in the Rhode Island Senate, where I serve as the Senator for the Fifth Senatorial 

District.  Two photographs dated to April and March of 2021 in the collection of “from the 

owner” photographs uploaded to the Vargas Auto Glass Google Maps page show the individual 

I believe to be Mr. Vargas posing with automobiles: 

 



 

 

As further evidence that this individual is one and the same with Mr. Oscar Vargas, I am 

attaching a photograph uploaded “from the owner” to the Vargas Auto Glass Google Maps 

page.  This photograph shows this individual installing a sign for Mr. Oscar Vargas’s candidacy 

for the Providence City Council.  I believe these photographs collectively constitute strong 

evidence that Mr. Oscar Vargas is heavily associated with the Vargas Auto Glass business. 



 

 

Cumulatively, the evidence I have assembled herein strongly indicates that Vargas Auto Glass is 

an unlicensed auto repair business currently operating in Providence at 39 Huldah Street.  

Additional evidence strongly indicates that Vargas Auto Glass is heavily associated with a Mr. 

Oscar Vargas of 150 Dora Street in Providence.   

I request that the Department of Business Regulation investigate Vargas Auto Glass and Mr. 

Oscar Vargas for possible violations of our state’s automobile glass repair shop licensing laws.  

Should violations be found, I request that the Department seek all appropriate remedies 

available under the law. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Samuel W. Bell 

212 Gray St. 

Providence, RI 02909 


